EDUCATING
ENLIGHTENING
EMPOWERING

WHAT IS THE HELPING HANDS FUND?
The sole purpose of the Helping Hands Educational Fund is to raise money and provide
financial assistance for education and training for individuals who are homeless or at risk
of becoming homeless.
Haven and SAMM have no other means of providing financial assistance for education and training.
These people are all clients or residents of either Haven for Hope or San Antonio Metropolitan Ministries
(SAMM). Most of them are single parents (predominantly mothers) who are struggling to work, go to school, and
keep their children together and safe, with the ultimate goal of becoming self-sufficient members of society. The
reasons they find themselves without a home are many, varied, and often multiple – loss of employment, health
issues, physical or spousal abuse, alcohol, drugs, and total absence of support from family or friends.
Funds are allocated by the case workers at Haven and SAMM who know the needs of each client. In some cases,
substantial payments are made for tuition and other direct educational expenses, but the Fund also provides money for
“incidental” expenses that might otherwise de-rail the educational goals of a person who has no other financial
resources. A few examples of what has been paid for in the past:

DIRECT EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES
Tuition
Books
Exam fees
School supplies
Laptop computer

GED fees
X-ray tech training
Copies of transcripts
Cap & Gown rental
Tutors

“INCIDENTAL” EXPENSES
License fees
Child care
Car repair
Work clothes, uniforms
Bus fares, passes

Eye glasses
Minor medical procedures
Bicycle
CPR training
Job tools and supplies

Since 2013, the Helping Hands Fund has dispersed $284,254 to 794 individuals, many of whom have thus been able to
move out of homeless shelters and re-enter the main stream of self-sufficiency.
The Helping Hands Funds is a 501(c)3 organization, so all donations are tax-deductible. Except for direct expenses for
major events, we have essentially 0% overhead because every dollar donated to the Helping Hands Fund is passed on
to recipients. This is possible because all of the expenses to maintain the Fund are either paid for or donated by a
member of our Advisory Board.

www.helpinghandsfund.com

